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Topics:
Course Description/Objectives:

        Overview:  Pre-Calculus focuses on properties of functions, trigonometry, vectors, series, sequences, and conic sections. The class is a requirement for Calculus AB and Calculus BC.
        COURSE PLAN:
· 1st 9 Weeks:  Polynomial, Logarithmic, and Rational Functions
· 2nd 9 Weeks: Trigonometry
· 3rd 9 Weeks: Trigonometric Applications and Vectors
· 4th 9 Weeks: Sequences, Series, Conic Sections, and Polar Coordinates.
        Instructional methods:  Lecture, discovery, and group work 

        Goals:  Critical reading, analytical thinking, creative synthesis and problem solving, and attention to detail.
        Objective:  Preparation for Calculus AB or Calculus BC.

        Major Work:  Homework, Quizzes, Group Projects, and Tests.  A test will be scheduled at the end of each chapter, with at least 1 quiz during each chapter. Daily Homework will be assigned.

Materials Needed: (STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO CLASS EACH DAY)
        Textbook: Precalculus With Limits, 4th Edition. Larson et al, 2005.  I also require that the book have a cover placed on it.

· Calculators:  TI-84/84+ is recommended. There will be a limited number of calculators available to use in class if you cannot get one. Talk to Mr. Adams if this is your situation.

        A three-ring binder (1.5 to 2 inches) to hold notes, homework, quizzes and other assignments. It is highly recommended that you get dividers to help organize the binder.
· Graph Paper
· Basic Rules of This Classroom

· Bottled Water Only:  unless it is part of an assignment in class.

· Class time is work time. I will not be available at home when you might need it there.

· During full class discussions, please be courteous of whoever is speaking.\

· There is a time to play. This is not during experiments that we may do. If anything is broken, you will replace it.

· Do not come to class unprepared.

Grading:

There are three types of grades that will be used to determine a student’s average. They include daily

grades, tests, and the final exam.

DAILY GRADES may consist of homework assignments, student board presentations, quizzes (both pop quizzes and scheduled quizzes), group projects, and writing assignments.

All assignments are due at the beginning of the next class period unless otherwise stated by the

teacher.

NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED.

Homework

Homework will be worth 10 points regardless of how many problems are in the assignment. Grading will be done in the following method:

10 points: All problems done with all work shown, neat, legible, answers circled

  7 points: Most problems done with all work shown, neat, legible, answers circled

  5 points: Some problems done with all work shown.

  0 points: Less than half of the problems done, no work shown, illegible, or unorganized

Most days there will be time to ask questions or get a problem clarified before they are turned in.

Makeup Work:

When absent, a student has one class day to make up work for each class day absent if the absence is excused or parent permission. The student should come before school or after school to get help with makeup work. This should be done immediately upon returning to school. When absent on the day of a test, the student is expected to take the make-up test on the day he/she returns to school. When absences (personal or school related) are known about in advance, the student must get assignments that will be missed and schedule any tests that will be missed before leaving school.
Test Correction Policy:

Students failing a test are eligible to turn in test corrections provided that the following conditions have been met:

Prior to the original test,

· All homework assignments were completed and turned in for grades (no zeroes)

· Notes were taken during each lesson. In the event of absence, the notes were copied from another student.

· Any review material was completed, showing all necessary work.

Prior to the test correction,

· A tutoring session was scheduled and attended, during which the student works to figure out why they missed what they missed.

· Any additional work assigned by the teacher was completed and graded.

Test Corrections Procedures:

· The test must be scheduled to be taken before or after school and must be completed within one week from the date the tests were handed back to the student.

· The cutoff score for turning in test corrections will become lower as the year progresses. Tests lower than 80 for the 1st quarter, 70 for the 2nd quarter, and 60 in the 3rd quarter may turn in test corrections. During the 4th quarter, no test corrections will be allowed.

Extra Help

Students are encouraged to form small study groups to assist on learning the skills if you are having trouble completely understanding something to the level that you desire. I will be available before school, during lunch, and after school to assist with individual students or with study groups as both mine and your schedule permits.

Words of Wisdom

While math can be a difficult subject at times, don’t ever decide that you can’t do something in this class. It may take more time for you to understand a concept than your friend or classmate. Don’t be ashamed to ask for help from wither your classmates or myself. If someone asks you for help, do so. You never know when you may be in their position, in this class or not. Hopefully this year we can all succeed in this class, and have fun while we are here.

